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and zeal in religion. Marest describes the services
and instructions which employ him in his mission.
‘“ The care that we take of their sick wins us their
entire confidence.”” Marest describes the foundation
of this mission, for which he gives chief credit
to Gravier, whose labors and virtues he warmly
praises. A native instructor has died therein this
year, whose remarkable conversion and unusual piety
are recounted.

When the savages go away for their annual hunts,
the missionary has to accompany them —a fatiguing
and dangerous enterprise. Mermet is not strong
enough to endure these journeys, and remains at
Kaskaskia with the few savages who are left to care
for the village; while Marest travels with the
hunters, over the prairies and through the forests.

Marest goes to Cahokia to take care of Bergier,
the Seminary priest there, who is very ill. Return-
ing to his own mission at Kaskaskia, he finds his
savages °‘‘dispersed along the Mississipi,” and at
once departs to join them. Later, Bergier dies, and
Marest goes on foot to Cahokia, to bury the dead
priest. The medicine-men rejoice over his death,
and break into pieces the cross that he had erected.
To punish them for this, the French traders refuse
to sell them goods, which soon quells their arrogance.
The same discipline has been meted to the Peorias,
who had so ill-treated Father Gravier a few years
before. Hearing that this treatment has brought
those savages to their senses, Marest goes (in the
summer of 1711) to Mackinac, to confer with the
superior there about reéstablishing the Peoria mis-
sion, and other affairs. After a painful journey on
foot, he arrives at Peoria, where the savages greet him



